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February U, 195>8
FOR RELEASE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6
Dr. John Hower, assistant professor o f  geology at Montana State University, 
Missoula, has received a National Science Foundation research grant o f  $16,500 
to study the genesis o f  glauconite, Dr. Fred Honkala, chairman o f  the Geology Dept., 
announced Wednesday,
Glauconite is  a mineral that is  usefu l in o i l - f i e l d  correla tion  work and in 
the study o f  o i l  formation. I t  is  a lso  the only mineral in sedimentary rocks on 
which radioactive dating procedures may be used, according to  Dr. Hower.
The research p ro je ct  w il l  probably take at least two years, Dr. Hower said . 
Much o f  the money w il l  be used fo r  equipment to supplement the X-ray laboratory 
in the Geology Dept. The equipment w il l  belong to the University a fter  the pro­
je c t  is  fin ished .
In his investigations, Dr. Hower w i l l  consult from time to time with P rofs.
J . P. Wehrenberg and Ralph Yalkovsky, geology fa cu lty  members, who are geochemists. 
One or more graduate assistants may be associated with the p ro je c t .
De Hower was a research engineer in  the G eological Research Section o f the 
Stanolind Research Center in Tulsa, Okla., fo r  two years before he joined the 
MSU facu lty  in  19^7• He holds a B.A. from Syracuse University in New York and 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Washington U niversity, S t. Louis, Mo. He is  the 
author o f a r t ic le s  on geology in profession al journals.
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